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Distance from Ogaki (km) 
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Toyohashi belt. 
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0 2. Geographic variation of outer 

involucre length/inner involucre length. 
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t, StfitlR. Variation of the length of cornicle on outer involucral bract in Ogaki—Toyo- 
hashi belt. 
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121 4. Geographic variation of the 

length of cornicle on outer involucral bract. 
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JLtJES®. 1957. Mem. Coll. Sci. Univ. Kyoto, ser. B, 24: 1-42. SEHulii- 
1978. 2: 21-34. P3SBfF—- 1956. 69: 592-597. lljD 

?£. 1976. 51: 52-58. --. 1980. 14 (4): 25-29. 

Summary 

The geographic variation of the Taraxacum elatum —T. longeappendiculatum 
complex was studied in the western Tokai district. Values of two diagnostic 
characters, i. e. outer involucre length/inner involucre length (RI) and length 
of cornicle on outer involucral bract (LC), were small at Sekigahara and large 
at Toyohashi. The increase rates of the two characters, however, were not 
constant in the studied area, and not always parallel to each other. For 
example, both RI and LC were not conspicuously increased in the region be¬ 
tween the Kiso River and the Sakai River. RI was abruptly increased in the 
region between the Sakai River and the Yahagi River. LC was gradually 
increased in the region between the Yahagi River and Toyohashi, but RI was 
almost constant in the same region. Such geographic variations were hardly 
supposed to be caused only by the recent introgression. Taxonomically, the 
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populations near Sekigahara were referred to T. elatum, and those near Toyo- 
hashi were similar to T. longeappendiculatum. These two extreme forms, 
.however, were united with each other by many intermediate forms. These 
two “species” could not be regarded as two distinct taxa. 
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